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But while Bessie was scouting from the back seat, the plane suddenly 
dropped into a steep nosedive and then flipped over and catapulted 
her to her death. Wills, who was still strapped into his seat, struggled 
to regain control of the aircraft, but died when he crashed in a nearby 
field. After the accident, investigators discovered that Wills, who was 
Coleman's mechanic, had lost control of the aircraft because a Loose 
wrench had jammed the plane's instruments. 

Bessie Coleman's impact on aviation history, and particularly African 
Americans, qUickly became apparent following her death. Bessie 
Coleman Aero Clubs suddenly sprang up throughout the country. On 
Labour Day, 1931, these dubs sponsored the first all-African American 
Air Show, which attracted approximately 15,000 spectators. That 
same year, a group of African American pilots established an annual 
flyover of her grave in Lincoln Cemetery in Chkago. Coleman's name 
also began appearing on buildings in Harlem. 

..........~.......... For more information go to:
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http://www. ninety~ nines.org/ coleman. htm t 

http://wiki.answers.com/Q/ 
Who_was_Bessie_Colman 

Next Month will be a famous black 
auto-biographer and poet 


