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Upon completion of her Peace Corps duties, Dr. Mae Jemison 
returned to the US, accepting a position with the CIGNA Health 
Plans of California as a general practitioner in Los Angeles, 
California. Having a desire to do more with her life, she enrolled 
in graduate classes in engineering and applied to NASA for 
admission to the astronaut program. She was turned down on 
her first application, but persevered and in 1987 was accepted 
on her second application. She became one of the fifteen 
candidates accepted from over 2,000 applicants. 

When Dr. Mae Jemison successfully completed her astronaut 
training program in August 1988, she became the fifth black 
astronaut and the first black female astronaut in NASA history. 
Her technical assignments included: launch support activities at 
the Kennedy Space Centre in Florida; verification of Shuttle 
computer software in the Shuttle Avionics Integration Laboratory 
(SAIL), Science Support Group activities. 

Dr. Mae Jemison was the science mission specialist on STS-47 
Spacelab-J (September 12-20, 1992). STS-47 was a 
cooperative mission between the United States and Japan. The 
eight-day mission was accomplished in 127 orbits of the Earth, 
and included 44 Japanese and U.S. life science and materials 
processing experiments. Dr. Mae Jemison was a co-investigator 
on the bone cell research experiment. The Endeavour and her 
crew launched from and returned to the Kennedy Space Centre 
in Florida. In completing her first space flight, Dr. Mae Jemison 
logged 190 hours, 30 minutes, 23 seconds in space, making 
her the first African-American woman in space 
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